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         Van de voorzitter - Joost de Bruin

We live in interesting and in some respects quite challenging times. For the 
first time in decades there is a war on European soil after the illegal 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia. The effects of climate change are becoming 
more visible on a yearly basis, it seems. We are dealing with the challenges 
of a global pandemic for the third year in a row. At the same time 
restrictions for events have recently changed: vaccine passes are no longer 
required, there is no limit for the number of people who can meet 
outdoors and the limit for indoor events has been raised from 100 to 200 
people. Amidst all these circumstances we are organising the second ever 
Dutch Week in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Dutch week is an initiative from four Dutch New Zealand organisations ? the Federation of New 
Zealand Netherlands Societies, the New Zealand Netherlands Foundation, the Dutch Business 
Association and the Oranjehof Dutch Connection Museum Trust ? supported by the Netherlands 
Embassy. The aim of Dutch Week is to create visibility for Dutch communities and businesses and to 
invite everyone to participate in a celebration of Dutch food, language, heritage and culture.

As Dutch New Zealanders we are in a privileged position in that we live in a peaceful country where 
we can participate as citizens or residents while still celebrating our Dutch background and heritage. 
That has historically not always been the case, but times have changed. We applied for funding from 
the new Ministry for Ethnic Communities and they awarded us a $30,000 grant to organise Dutch 
Week. The different Dutch Week events are not just targeted at Dutch people though, they are for all 
New Zealanders and there are benefits for everyone learning more about cultural diversity.

There will be a range of different events from 23 April to 1 May. There will be King?s Day events all 
over the country organised by the different Dutch clubs ? including the Dutch Week opening event in 
Foxton ? there will be a Dutch film festival, a speech and essay competition for secondary school 
students, and buildings will be lit up in orange in different cities and towns. For the first time this 
year, Orange Bike Rides will be organised as part of Dutch Week. Orange Bike Rides will take place in 
ten different locations around the country to promote cycling as a sustainable means of transport. 
On the final day of Dutch Week there will be a Dutch War memorial service in Auckland.

This issue of De Schakel gives a comprehensive overview of events that have been organised for 
Dutch Week and I am very grateful for editor Ron van Santen for putting it together.

You can also check the new Dutch NZ website at www.dutchnz.nz for details about Dutch Week 
events.

I hope that you will have the opportunity to participate in at least one of these events and that 
everyone will stay safe and healthy. 

Groeten van Joost.

http://www.dutchnz.nz
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Media release

Dutch Week 2022: A Colourful Celebration of All Things Dutch

Nationwide events to connect to culture and language

The annual Dutch Week that will be celebrated at the end of April, is set to cast an even brighter orange glow 

across Aotearoa New Zealand than at its premiere in 2021.

Dutch community organisations and businesses across the country will engage in ?all things Dutch?, from 

Saturday 23 April to Sunday 1 May ? including a speech competition for young students, a film festival and 

traditional games for kids. Dutch Week is open to anyone, keen to experience Dutch foods, culture and 

language.

?Last year we celebrated with numerous events, and the Sky Tower and other major landmarks were lit up in 

orange ? during our first ever Dutch Week? says Ambassador Mira Woldberg. ?This year, we want to build on that 

and add more typically Dutch activities for family and whanau to enjoy, like nationwide orange bike rides.?

?Because of the COVID pandemic, and the lack of travel over the past two years, many Dutch New Zealanders 

miss seeing family and friends and participating in the joys of Dutch culture, language, arts and foods. For one 

week, we will bring people together to celebrate all things Dutch here in Aotearoa New Zealand. This will be 

done in line with the Government?s COVID regulations of course?, says Ms Woldberg.

Dutch Week aims to enhance the visibility of local Dutch communities, and the contributions they make to a 

diverse Aotearoa. It lets people share in the strong connections between the Netherlands and New Zealand.

Under the umbrella of Dutch clubs, businesses and associations, volunteers are working together to roll out a 

wide range of fun activities nationwide.

"As a migrant community, we have traditionally been relatively invisible in New Zealand?, says Dr Joost de Bruin, 

President of Dutch Communities NZ. ?Dutch Week is about highlighting who we are. We invite all New 

Zealanders to participate in Dutch culture, try some new foods, watch a Dutch film or learn a bit of our 

language?.

The celebrations will be officially launched at the Big Dutch Day Out on Saturday 23 April, by Ambassador Mira 

Woldberg and the Hon. Marja Lubeck, in the arts and heritage town of Foxton. They will jointly open the 

?Handboek? exhibition of historic photographs by renowned documentary photographer Ans Westra ? spanning 

several decades.

Other activities on the day will include kite-flying, a clogs art KlompenKunst competition, and Oud-Hollandse 

Spelen or an ?Old Odd Games Competition?.

?Windmill De Molen has successfully organised our annual Big Dutch Day Out for over 10 years now,? says Arjan 

van der Boon, Co-Chair of the local Oranjehof Dutch Connection museum.
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?But this time we want to put on a special show. We?ll let kids from all over the country play in a competition of 

traditional Old Odd Games. It will involve clogs, stiltwalking, and jumping around in coffee sacks. With the 

novelty factor here in Aotearoa ? where they?ve probably never done it before ? it should be heaps of fun.?

During the week, many prominent buildings around the country such as the Skytower, Michael Fowler Centre, 

the Christchurch Airport, the Palmerston North clock tower and others will be lit up orange ? the national colour 

of the Netherlands, that people all over the world strongly identify with.

The NetherlaNZ Foundation is organising a Dutch Film Festival in the three major cities and is inviting everyone 

to view award-winning Dutch movies.

A nationwide Dutch Speech Competition will be organised for youngsters, and a family friendly orange bike rides 

across the nation will promote cycling as a sustainable and fun means of transport.

The Dutch Business Association will host an event on sustainable business in Auckland. Other Dutch 

organisations in various cities will celebrate Koningsdag, the Dutch King?s birthday, for anyone who enjoys

Yummie Dutch food and drinks. A fun part of Koningsdag will be the vrijmarkt, where kids can sell their spare 

toys, and score heaps of cheap ?new? ones.

Support for Dutch Week across Aotearoa New Zealand is provided by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands, the Ministry for Ethnic Communities, local councils and businesses.

For more information and the programme please visit www.dutchnz.nz or Dutch Week, Dutch Connections

Note to editors

For images, interviews or additional information, please contact:

Joost de Bruin, President of Dutch Communities NZ: 021 023 35630

Niels Meinderts, President of the NetherlaNZ Foundation: 022 066 6475

Arjan van der Boon, Co-Chair of the Oranjehof Dutch Connection Centre: 027 494 3658

If  you'd l ike t o suppor t  Ukraine by a 
donat ion dur ing Dut ch Week, we'd 
recom m end donat ing t o t he Red Cross.

ht t ps:/ /www.redcross.org.nz

https://www.redcross.org.nz/donate/ukraine-humanitarian-crisis-appeal
https://www.redcross.org.nz/donate/ukraine-humanitarian-crisis-appeal
https://www.redcross.org.nz/donate/ukraine-humanitarian-crisis-appeal
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Off icial Program m e: Big Dut ch Day Out , Sat  23 Apr i l

- 11am -3pm     Big Dut ch Day Out :  Kites, Foods, Castle Games, Odd Old Dutch Games, Music, Art

-

- 11.00 am:      Opening Big Dut ch Day Out : Ambassador Mira Woldberg / Mana Whenua / Mayor

- 11.10 am:      Unveiling Memorial Plaque at Leon van den Eijkel's sculpture: 'Bonsai Spheres'

- 11.15 am:      Giant Kites go up. Kids colour in small kites. Kick-off 'Oud-Hollandse Spelen'

- 11.30 am:      Exhibition opening: Ans Westra Photographs: after Handboek

- 12.00 pm:      Off icial Opening Dut ch Week:  Ambassador / MPs

                        'Op de Fiets' + 300 Kids vliegers go up

- 1.00 pm         Prize Giving: De Molen local art competition on Diversity

- 1.15 pm         Prize Giving: national 'Klompenkunst' Clog Art Competition

Sat urday 23 Apr i l , 2022 ? 11.00am  t o 3.00pm

Te Awahou Nieuwe St room  /  Te Awahou Riverside Cult ural Park

92 Main St reet , Foxt on

Opening and Big Dut ch Day Out
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Ans West ra

Exhibit ion

Handboek: Ans West ra Photographs is a large-scale 

survey exhibition containing work selected from the 

approximately 48,000 negatives that reside in the Westra 

archive at Turnbull Pictures in the National Library.

Sponsor ing The Wall

People can still sponsor the wall by buying space 
for their name for $250 (50 spots available).

Leon van den Eijkel  
1940-2021

Mem or ial Sculpt ure

11.10 am: Unveiling of memorial plaque at   

Leon van den Eijkel's sculpture 'Bonsai Spheres'.

Big Dut ch Day Out , Sat urday 23 Apr i l

- 300 Kit es for kids to colour in and fly.

- Klom penkunst  (Clog Art) ? turn your old clogs into art and float them on the river.

- Odd Old Dut ch Gam es, focussed on kids; 

- klompen gooien / clog throwing.

- steltelopen / stiltwalking.

- zaklopen / sack jumping.
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Film  fest ival

Mijn Vader  is een Vliegt uig

When Eva?s mother unexpectedly dies, the life of Eva turns out to be built on secrets and lies. 

The fear of losing her mind, just like her father, becomes more and more threatening. Eva 

starts a quest for her past, to face her demons

- AKL: The Vic, Devonpor t ? Sat 23 Apr.

- CHC: Alice Cinem a, 209 Tuam  St ? Sat 23 Apr.          For start times please check DutchNZ.NZ

- WLG: Roxy, Miram ar? Sat 23 Apr.

De Belof t e van Pisa

The story of a Dutch-Moroccan boy who tries to survive at an elite music academy in posh 

Amsterdam South, while his brother is in prison.

Based on the Bestseller novel, by Mano Bouzamour.

- AKL: The Vic, Devonpor t ? Sun 2 May.

- CHC: Alice Cinem a, 209 Tuam  St - Sun 2 May.          For start times please check DutchNZ.NZ

- WLG: Roxy, Miram ar? Sun 2 May.

https://dutchnz.nz/Dutch-Film-Festival-
https://dutchnz.nz/Dutch-Film-Festival-
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When her  m ot her  suddenly dies, and her  fat her  having been in a m ent al inst it ut ion for  
m ore t han 30 years, 40-som et hing Eva f inds herself  in an exist ent ial cr isis.



11March 2022

The st ory of  a Dut ch-Moroccan boy who t r ies t o survive at  an elit e m usic academ y 

in posh Am st erdam  Sout h, while his brot her  is in pr ison. Based on t he novel by 

Mano Bouzam our .
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Speech and Essay com pet it ion

The Nat ional Dut ch Speech Com pet it ion is back  for its second year and we have added a 
new opportunity by adding in an essay division for those who are perhaps a litt le bit shy to 
deliver a speech in person.

The topic of the essay is "Wat kan Nederland leren van Nieuw-Zeeland?" and open to all Year 
9-13 students enrolled in a NZ Secondary school. The word limit is 750 to 850 words and must 
be submitted by 15 April. The covid response should not be discussed in the essay to ensure 
that there is a good variety of answers to the question.

The speech competition has two divisions, for year 9-11 the time limit is 2-3 minutes and for 
year 12&13 it is 3-4 minutes. Pre-entries for this are due on 25 April and the participants must 
be available to deliver their speech live on the evening of the 29th of April during Dutch week 
(as well as answer a few questions from the judges).

A unique aspect of our speech competition is that it is available in English or Dutch so not just 
for native speakers but also for those with Dutch Heritage. The topic this year is "My clogs and 
my jandals".

Some great prizes to be won with the overall winner of the speech competition getting a trip 
to Wellington to spend the day with the Ambassador.

For more information go to  www.dut chspeechcom p.nz

Isobel Ham
 (Overall Winner )

 Woodford House,

Napier

1st  Place Year  12-13

Last  year 's Winners

Luuk  Heijnen

Westlake Boys High School, 

Auckland

1st  Place Year  9-11

http://www.dutchspeechcomp.nz/
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Orange Bike Ride

Orange Bike Rides will take place in the following locations; 

- Rot orua

- Ham ilt on

- Kapit i  Coast

- New Plym out h

- Hut t  Valley

- Well ingt on

- Nelson

- Blenheim

- Chr ist church

- Dunedin

For more information and how to register check Dut chNZ.NZ
 

King's day par t y Chr ist church

Wednesday 27t h Apr i l , 7pm
Wear something Orange!!

 

Aikm ans Spor t s Bar

154 Aikm ans Rd

Mer ivale

Chr ist church

https://dutchnz.nz/orange-bike-ride
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A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY. 
The Foxton Windmill Trust 

inc is offering the opportunity 
for the right person to become 
one of our two paid millers. 

This is a full time job, 
including some rostered 
weekends. This position 

requires the candidate to be 
highly motivated in many 
areas. You will need to be 

engaging with a positive can 
do attitude. You will be part of 
a small team that engages with 

the public. You will have a 
hands on approach with some 
mechanical knowledge. You 
must be able to contribute 

positively within a small team. 
For more information or to 

apply with a full C.V. Contact 
judy@wholesafe.co.nz
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Cant erbury Museum  2021

Orange l ight s

- Auck land;  - The Sky Tower  (27t h of  Apr i l)

- Chr ist church; - Airpor t  ext er ior  walls and Tower

- Ar t  Gallery

- Cant erbury Museum

- Foxt on; - De Molen

- Palm erst on Nor t h; - The Clock  Tower

- Well ingt on; - Michael Fow ler  Cent re 

- t he Car t er  Fount ain

- t he Dut ch Em bassy
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HET KAARTJE  DRAFT 1

Proposal for the Federation of NZ Netherland 
Societies Inc Membership Cards and Benefits

Int roduct ion

Het Kaartje meaning 'the litt le card' will provide members of member clubs and societies in 
the Federation with a membership card and benefits program. This will be managed by the 
Federation and is expected to have 5 phases of development.

Phase 1: Membership Card ? Simple Benefits (2022)

Phase 2: Expansion of Member benefits (2022 - 2023)

Phase 3: App version (2024)

Phase 4: Direct Communication

Phase 5: Membership renewal

Phase 1

The initial phase consists of standardizing the membership details of all the clubs and 
offloading the creation of cards to the Federation. The clubs will hold a membership number 
(UIN) for each member, and these will be issued within a specific range for each club.

The clubs will provide the details of their membership in bulk at a specific time (1 June) with 
distribution being likely to be 1 July with the cards being valid until 30 June. These will be free 
to the clubs but individual card requests outside of this window will incur a postage and 
handling charge of $5.

Clubs using the card agree to sharing their membership benefits to all card holders, as part of 
the sign on process. So for example if Auckland Dutch club provides membership benefit of 
50% off item A at the market then holders of Het Kaartje visiting from Hamilton club will 
receive the same benefit.

Fair use policies will apply and this does not apply to membership participation rights or 
privileges.

Het Kaartje website part of the Dutch Communities will list membership benefits.

(More information to follow after Dutch Week)

Federation Projects.
Ideas and plans in progress.

Het Kaartje.
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Oranje lintje voor Annie van der Dussen.

It has been 7 years since Yoka Saris took the initiative to instigate this award and finally on Saturday 

night 16 October 2021 there was a big announcement at the Netherlands Society Clubhouse in 

Christchurch after the play ?Lockdown? by Toenail Culture Ale.

Ambassador Mira Woldberg ? cited that in view of the extraordinary significance of Annie?s activities 

for the Society and for the relations between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and New Zealand ? she 

had the honour to announce that His Majesty King Willem-Alexander has graciously approved to 

appoint Annie van der Dussen a Member in the Order of Orange Nassau.

?She has been here for more than 40 years ?  and since that time she really has been a tireless, tireless 

pillar of the Dutch community in Christchurch,? Woldberg said.

Annie (73) moved to the Garden City after leaving the Netherlands in 1980 with her husband and four 

young children.

For more than 25 years Annie has been very active in the committee of the Netherlands Society, 

including: 5 years as President, in the Neerlandia Choir and the Youth Choir and even up until today 

she still volunteers to visit Dutch migrants in need of support or company. Annie has opened her 

house for many visitors, including for members of the Dutch jeugdkoor De Oosterhoutse Nachtegalen 

during their two tours to New Zealand in 2011 and 2018. Wim Schoones and his Oosterhoutse 

Nachtegalen created, sang and recorded a beautiful homage for Annie.

Annie established the Toenail Culture Ale Group 20 years ago. She was also part of the establishment 

of the Orange committee for the Dutch Queen?s birthday celebrations along with Arie van der Wiel and 

Gerald van Looy.

(Picture: Chris Skelton/Stuff)
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DigiD aanvragen per  videobellen nu of f icieel beleid

Onlangs kregen we bericht van het Ministerie van Buitenlandse zaken: na een succesvolle pilot 

wordt per direct het activeren van DigiD via videobellen structureel aangeboden. Hiermee kunnen 

DigiD-activeringscodes via videobellen ontvangen worden. Voor meer informatie en aanmelding 

zie: DigiD-activeringscode ontvangen via videobellen |  Wonen & werken |  Nederlandwereldwijd.nl.

De SNBN juicht deze ontwikkeling toe, en ziet deze als de opmaat naar meer (video)digitalisering 

van diensten - zo valt te denken aan Verklaring van in leven zijn, rijbewijzen en zelfs paspoorten - 

en naar meer harmonisatie van digitale diensten, zoals recentelijk bepleit in een brief aan de 

regering.

Enquêt e voor  Neder lands gepensioneerden in het  buit enland

De VBNGB houdt onder haar leden en geïnteresseerde niet leden een 

enquête ter verbetering van de belangenbehartiging van Nederlands 

gepensioneerden buiten Nederland.

Hiermee willen zij bij de Nederlands gepensioneerden buiten Nederland 

peilen waar hun interesses liggen en wat hun (on)tevredenheid is in verband 

met hun belangen.

Iedereen met een Nederlands(e) AOW/pensioen of arbeidsongeschiktheidsuitkering buiten 

Nederland wonend is welkom de enquête in te vullen.

Ga verder naar enquête

https://www.nederlandersbuitennederland.nl
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=b1f59370be&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=e3e9a95617&e=98a39f2f66
https://nederlandersbuitennederland.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9565fd67acc088d048d2a2def&id=e3e9a95617&e=98a39f2f66
https://vbngb.eu/
https://www.survio.com/survey/d/V6Y5Y9J9B4Y2Y9F6T
https://www.survio.com/survey/d/V6Y5Y9J9B4Y2Y9F6T
https://www.survio.com/survey/d/V6Y5Y9J9B4Y2Y9F6T
https://www.survio.com/survey/d/V6Y5Y9J9B4Y2Y9F6T
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Net her lands Em bassy NZ www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/new-zealand

Federat ion websit e www.DutchCommunities.co.nz

Federat ion Facebook : facebook.com/DutchCommunitiesNZ

The Foxt on Windm ill Trust www.foxtonwindmill.co.nz 

NZ websit e: www.Dutchnz.nz

SNBN: www.nederlandersbuitennederland.nl

St icht ing GOED: www.stichtinggoed.nl

The editor always acts in good faith when publishing material supplied by others and does not accept any liability 
for inaccuracies or for unsubstantiated statements, and reserves the right to hold over any material which could 
discredit the name of the Federation, or which contravenes any New Zealand laws pertaining to that material or 
which due to lack of space, cannot be placed in the current or requested issue.

World Wide Web and BeyondWorld Wide Web and Beyond

https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/new-zealand
http://dutchcommunities.co.nz
http://facebook.com/DutchCommunitiesNZ
http://www.foxtonwindmill.co.nz
http://dutchnz.nz
https://www.nederlandersbuitennederland.nl/
http://www.stichtinggoed.nl
http://www.stichtinggoed.nl
https://www.nederlandersbuitennederland.nl
https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/new-zealand
http://www.DutchCommunities.co.nz
http://www.foxtonwindmill.co.nz
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