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Tulip Sunday and
Leiden’s Ontzet

SPRING
into
Spring

Read our notices
to find out what is
happening under
COVID-19 levels

FROM THE PRESIDENT - VAN DE VOORZITTER
While writing this we are all
anxiously awaiting new information
on the COVID-19 situation for
our region. A few weeks back
the committee decided to have
all regular activities suspended
under alert level 2 for Wellington
and take special precautions for all
other meetings in Avalon house.
It’s the least we can do as a club
to contribute to the resolving this
pandemic as quickly as possible.
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ut while it was relatively easy
to take those steps, weightier
decisions are hanging over the
faith of other, yearly, events such as
Tulip Sunday and Leidens Ontzet. On
both you will have the latest information
further on in this issue.
Let’s hark back for a moment and recall
what happened.
Late June we gathered for our annual AGM
and I was pleased to see that so many of you
took our invitation at heart and joined us.
Thanks for your participation and feedback
during the meeting!

Then, in July, we had our “first” mid-winter
Christmas celebration and looking back,
I rejoice in the fact that it was a great
success! Proven once more that it merits to
try out new things!
Other than that, club life has been relatively
quiet in the past months. Partly due to
the situation that we are all in and partly

because it is this time of the year. On that
note, I will keep it short in my brief as well
and wish for a brighter and more active time
to come for us all in the future.
Stay healthy,

Pierre
Happy Birthday

Elizabeth Pijnenburg, Toos Philipsen, Bill Geerts,
Marina Schmits, Annie Peters, Arie Molenaar, Nelly
Laterveer, Bert ten Broeke and Joost de Bruin and
Riekie van Dorrestein.

NOTICE
The committee has decided to cancel
all Social Sunday and Coffee Morning
gatherings until the Wellington region
is down to Covid-19 Alert Level 1.
This decision was not taken lightly. We
took into consideration that the majority
of our members are in the high risk
category. Please keep informed by the
official government and health department
announcements and follow their guidelines.
>> www.covid19.govt.nz <<
It is important that we have your contact
details and preferable your email address.
Being able to send out one email to
members, rather than phoning everyone
seperately saves our committee members
a lot of time. So please, if you do have
an email address which you monitor,
pass it on to us. That way we can keep
you up to date should circumstances
regarding club activities and events
change. Please email your details to Dawn
>> dutchclubwlg.secretary@gmail.com
You will still receive your Double Dutch in
hard copy if you so wish.
Any questions
(Secretary).
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please

contact

Dawn

FROM THE SECRETARY - VAN DE SECRETARIS
After an 18-month suspension of
activity on the housing development
behind our property, that used to
be the bottom end of the Avalon
Intermediate School grounds, they
have started working again this week
with their heavy machinery. Its very
disconcerting trying to write this
with a vibrating roller trundling back
and forth just over our back fence to
compact the fill they have put in. Our
house rumbles and shakes as though
we are having an earthquake all the
time and our cat does not know which
way to run.

A

t the time of writing this, 20th August 2020, we
have had a second wave of that dastardly corona
virus, so Auckland is on Alert Level 3 and the rest
of New Zealand is on Alert Level 2. All sorts of things get
cancelled or postponed, including our club’s activities. I
have sent out a message via all our members on e-mail
to say we have had to close the clubrooms again because
it is so hard to obey the health department directives
with social distancing in a social club, not to mention
the vulnerable age group of most of our members.
At this present time, it is all up in the air regarding whether
Tulip Sunday will be held. A lot depends on what Alert Level
the Wellington area will be at. Let us hope that it can all go
ahead – with fine weather!
Bye for now,

Dawn
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AGM June 2020
On 28th June we had our Annual General
Meeting and I was pleased to see that so
many of you took the invitation to heart and
joined us for the meeting.
For those of you who were at the meeting,
I will spare you going through the details
again and for those of you who missed it
this year, I would like to refer to the minutes
prepared by Dawn and her write up below
The feedback received during our discussions
at the meeting was positive, helpfull and
certainly encouraged the committee to
serve you for another year.
Thank you all for your support!
Pierre

W

e had planned to hold our AGM towards the end of May, however Covid-19 came to
our shores, was fruitful and multiplied itself, resulting in a Level 4 lockdown as from
the end of March. Therefore, rescheduled our AGM for Sunday 28th June and sent
the appropriate documents to our members: Minutes from the AGM 2019; Agenda; Annual
Financial Report; nomination forms for those wishing to nominate members to our committee
and an invitation for members to put in their apologies. We had arrived at Alert Level 1 by
time of meeting.
Twenty-five members were present and sixteen put in their apologies. Pierre opened the
meeting just after 2.00pm. Pierre presented his President’s report in PowerPoint which he
displayed in on the TV screen mounted on the wall and operated it from his laptop computer.
It was a very comprehensive and informative report covering club matters such as regular
events, one-off events, other activities, the status quo of our club, the planned approach for
2020– 2021.
After Pierre’s President’s report and refreshments Rene van Lierop explained his Annual
Financial report. The nominations to the committee were: Pierre Schmits; Dawn Dorresteijn;
Rita Langerak; Ann Beyk; Carolina van Rooy; Anna Heythuysen, Ben Lokum and Isobel
Lokum – all of whom accepted their nominations and were duly appointed to serve on the
committee. Anja Geelen and Rene van Lierop had indicated prior to the meeting that they
would not be available for re-election to the committee. However, Anja offered to continue
editing the Double Dutch magazine, the club’s website and FaceBook page. Rene offered
to continue as Bar Manager and expressed the wish to still be involved in financial matters
without being on the committee. At our first committee meeting following the AGM Rene was
co-opted onto the committee to assist and train our new treasurer.
The Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting will be sent to all members approximately
one month before the 2021 AGM, which according to our Club Rules (Constitution) will be
held in May 2021 – corona viruses permitting!
Dawn
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MIDWINTER CHRISTMAS
From memory it was Anna Heythuysen who
came up with the idea. Something along the
lines of: gosh, it is really quite in club life in
these winter month……. what could we do
Being the active person as we know her,
it didn’t take long for an idea to come
to culminate. Of course…. A midwinter
Christmas celebration, I joined one a few
years ago and it was a lot of fun.
From one thing came another and not before
long she had me hooked and we launched
the idea with the committee, agreed on it,
started organising and…… the rest is history,
as the saying goes.
So on the 26th July we had our first ever
midwinter Christmas lunch in our clubhouse
in Avalon. At the first the response was very
slow but rapidly the reservations flowed
in until the moment we had to stop the
bookings because our limit of seats was
reached and we ended up with 46 members
and friends joining us for a lavish feast.
Upon entering, our guests were treated to a
heartwarming “Gluhwein” drink which was
professionally brewed by Rita Langerak.
Which was, completely out of Christmas
tradition, followed by a Chinese lunch based
on the fact that it was after all midwinter –
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so not the “real” Christmas in Kiwi terms.
This choice proved to be a winner. Provided
by our Avalon Chinese restaurant “Wah
Loong”, a voluminous lunch of 4 starters
and 8 main meals was served with dishes
catering to everyone’s taste. To top up, and
make sure that all holes in our stomach
were filled, ice-cream with fresh fruits were
served, just before coffee and tea closed
the ranks.
The mystery of the “pebble pouch” was
revealed just before desert when the pebbles
were needed to act as tokens on the Bingo
cards. Congratulations to Annie, Ben, Hans,
Piet and Toos for winning the prizes.
Personally, I think we have one more star
on our annual events list and judging from
the feedback, it will remain there for some
time to come.
This leaves me with thanking Anja, Carolina,
Anna, Rita, Ann and all other volunteers
who helped making this a success. Also, a
big thanks to our guests and supporters;
without you it would not have happened.

Pierre

TULIP SUNDAY 2020
Wellington Botanical Garden

This year, the Spring Festival is planned
from 27th September until the 11th October
in the Wellington Botanic gardens. Due to
the uncertainties and risks in our current
public environment, the Wellington Botanic
gardens have decided that all Spring
Festival events will be cancelled under a
blanket COVID-19 event cancellation issued
by the Wellington City Council until the end
of 2020. Instead of physical events the
Wellington Botanic gardens have planned
virtual events, mostly via Social media.
This, initially, included Tulip Sunday which,
since long time, has been part of the Spring
Festival.
However, after a period of discussion, the
Wellington Botanic gardens have now
agreed to a go-ahead for the Tulip Sunday
event in the gardens and have allowed the
Dutch Club Wellington to organise this as a
single party. As part of this agreement,
Tulip Sunday is scheduled for Sunday
27th September.
Needless to say that any government
restrictions on this would overrule this
decision.
There are a multitude of aspects involved
in organising an event like Tulip Sunday
and these require a strict planning of what
needs to happen when and who will be
doing what. While this normally provides
a challenge, this year our team is facing
additional difficulties in having to cope with
an uncertain environment, and related
regulation, as well. All in all, this makes
a “go ahead” decision for Tulip Sunday
complex and risky.
Basically it all boils down to two factors:
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First of all, the question of being able/
allowed to organise the event within the
alert level restrictions of the Ministry of
Health and;
Secondly having sufficient lead time to
make sure that all elements are in place,
in time, to allow the event to be successful.
Based on the above, the committee has
decided as follows:
If on the 7th September, the Wellington
region is on alert level 1 we will go ahead
with organising the event. In all other
scenarios the guidelines of the Ministry of
Health will prevail and the event will be
cancelled.
This means that our club will only set the
wheels in motion if we are on level 1 on the
7th September and will cancel the event if,
after that, we move back to level 2 again
before the 27th September.
Hence, at the time of writing this article,
I don’t have any certainty to offer about
the Tulip Sunday event this year. Naturally,
we all hope that this great event can take
place but only if it is safe to do so!
Informing you via the Double Dutch about
the progress on the Tulip Sunday event will
not be possible so, knowing our “criteria of
engagement” as explained above, please
keep an eye out for this event in public
and social media and I sincerely hope that
our region will be safe enough to greet you
in person on Tulip Sunday in the Wellington
Botanic gardens this year.
Pierre.

LEIDEN’S ONTZET
Amidst all the turmoil in our community we have decided that Leidens Ontzet will go ahead
this year provided we can organise the event within the Ministry of Health guidelines and
provided that this allows us to enjoy the happening. Let’s face it, it won’t be fun with a mask
on (no pun intended).
Since we are also gearing up for a, possible, Tulip Sunday event it has been decided that we
will schedule the event for Sunday 11 October rather than, the time wise more appropriate
date of, 4th October.
As per tradition, we will be serving “haring op wittebrood” followed by “hutspot met klapstuk”
and a desert and coffee or tea to finish with. All this will be entwined with entertainment,
good company and lots of laughs! Seating is limited to 40 persons, so be quick to book! Doors
open at 4.30pm, dinner starts at 5.30pm.
Book your tickets before 2 October via bank transfer to account no. 03-0525-0098055-00 in
name of NZ Netherlands Society Wgtn Inc. (please state name and number of tickets). If the
event is cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions, booking payments will be refunded in full.

You’re invited!

LEIDEN’S ONTZET
11 October

Haring* op wittebrood
Hutspot met klapstuk
Fruitcocktail met ijs
Koffie of thee
* There is a limited number of rolmopsen
available, please select this option when
booking your ticket.

bookings by 2 October
Contact Dawn: 04-9382378
dutchclubwlg.secretary@gmail.com
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At Avalon House
4.30pm

WHAT’S ON AT
THE CLUBHOUSE

WHAT’S ON
ELSEWHERE

COFFEE MORNINGS*

WAIKANAE COFFEE GROUP*

Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday
from 10am-1pm.

Every second Friday of the
month, 10am, Waikanae Baptist
Church.

SUNDAY INSTUIF*

Every Sunday From 2-5pm.

ISLAND BAY COFFEE GROUP

KLAVERJAS

Every Tuesday from 10am-2pm.
Bring your own lunch.

COMMITTEE MEETING

Every 1st Tuesday of the month.

TULIP SUNDAY FESTIVAL**
Sunday 27 September, 10am.

LEIDEN’S ONTZET**

Every Wednesday, 10.30am,
Island Bay Community Centre.

LEVIN COFFEE MORNING*

Every last Thursday of the
month, 10am, Levin Bridge Club.
* Currently closed. Please check
website for COVID-19 updates.
** To be confirmed, due to
COVID-19.

Sunday 11 October, 4.30pm.

ADVERTISEMENT
if you want to advertise, please contact the editor

Advertising rates (excl gst):
A4 (full page):
A5 (1/2 page):
A6 (1/4 page):

One year is 6 issues.

$150/year- $45/once
$100/year- $25/once
$60/year- $15/once

HALL HIRE

if you want to hire a room, please contact the
secretary

Hire fees (excl gst):
1/2 day (4 hrs)
full day (9am-5pm)
evening (5-10pm)
bond
cleaning (if required)
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$40
$75
$50
$100
$50

PARK AVENUE
CONTINENTAL MEATS
829 High Street
Lower Hutt
Phone 567 4940
Specialists in European
(especially Dutch)smallgoods

ACTIVITIES ORGANISERS - ACTIVITEITEN
Klaverjas, Dutch Costumes

Ann Beyk

(04) 567 8575

Wednesday Coffee Mornings

Pieter Koedijk

(04) 526 8867 (021 065 5470)

Double Dutch/website/
facebook

Anja Geelen
amwgeelen@gmail.com

Friendly Support Network

Bill van Waas

(04) 298 4244

Waikanae Coffee morning

Henny Ekens

(04) 297 2918

Levin Coffee morning

Yoka Dekker

(022) 502 2645

Island Bay Coffee morning

Ina Kooistra

(04) 383 8449

THE COMMITTEE - HET COMMITEE
President

Pierre Schmits
pierre.schmits@yahoo.com

021 0827 2084

Secretary/
Vice President

Dawn Dorresteijn
dutchclubwlg.secretary@gmail.com

(04) 938 2378

Treasurer & Library

Rita Langerak
ritalangerak68@gmail.com

Assistant Treasurer &
Bar manager

Rene van Lierop
dutchclubwlg.treasurer@gmail.com

021 740 930

Assistant Treasurer

Ann Beyk

(04) 567 8575

Kitchen

Anna Heythuysen

027 5636026

Assistant Secretary &
Library

Carolina van Rooy
carolinavanrooy@gmail.com

Garden & General
maintenance

Ben Lokum

General

Isobel Lokum

Tuesday Klaverjas Club
We managed to play for 9 weeks in a row.Once again Covid-19 let us know that we are not
out of it yet. We keep our fingers crossed that we will be in the clear soon again.
The weekly results are:
Week 21
Week 22
Week 23
Week 24
Week 25
week 26
Week 27
Week 28
Week 29

23 June
30 June
7 July
14 July
21 July
28 July
4 August
11 August
18 August

Jullie Tan
Len Visser
Nic de Graauw
Julie Tan
Julie Tan
Len Visser
Harry van de Gulik
Bill Wegezyn
Len Visser

4920
4891
5562
5199
5565
4888
5085
5216
5031

See you all next Tuesday. I hope everything goes fine with you and no more lock downs.
Till then, Ann Beyk
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FROM THE EDITOR - VAN DE REDACTEUR
Het
Hoe gaat ‘het’
daar gaat ‘het’ om
om ‘het’
Het alles omvattende ‘het’
Ik geloof niet, dat wij ‘zelf’ veel doen
‘Het’ vindt allemaal plaats in ons
- Toon Hermans

I believe Toon Hermans pretty well sums it all
up in this era of uncertainty. I do not have any
more editor musings to add to that other than
reminding you to be kind, stay healthy, and go
well!

Anja

Our social Sundays and Wednesdays
can only happen with the help of our
‘kitchenhands’. Attached is the duty roster
for the next three months. If you can help,
please let us know. ‘Vele handen maken
licht werk’.

We thank Harbour City Funeral Home for generously printing The
Double Dutch in full colour for us.
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Sender:
New Zealand Netherlands Society (Wellington) Inc.
P.O. Box 30060
Lower Hutt 5040

Next Double Dutch
November/December nr 6, copy due: 21 October 2020 email to amwgeelen@gmail.com.
Contact the secretary for advertising and club room hire.

CLUB HOUSE: AVALON HOUSE, 61 TAITA DRIVE, AVALON, LOWER HUTT
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 30060, LOWER HUTT 5040, NEW ZEALAND
TELEPHONE: Avalon House (04) 567 3573
WEBSITE: www.dutchclubwellington.co.nz
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/dutchclubwellington/
GOODS DELIVERY: 27A Korau Grove, Stokes Valley 5019, Lower Hutt
The Double Dutch Magazine is produced six times per year and is available to all paying
members of the New Zealand Netherlands Society (Wellington) Inc.
The New Zealand Netherlands Society (Wellington) Inc. is an affiliated member of the
Federation of New Zealand Netherlands Societies Incorporated.

