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Enjoy thousands
TULIP
of tulips, family
entertainment and SUNDAY
Dutch food

Sunday
22 September
10am-3pm
Wellington Botanical
Garden

FROM THE PRESIDENT - VAN DE VOORZITTER
A new club year has started and
we had our first two committee
meetings in the new set-up.
First and foremost, I would like
to thank our members for their
ongoing support to the club and for
the confidence they have placed in
the leadership over the past year.
Second, but not least important,
I am proud and excited to be
able to announce to you that we
have, again, a great committee
team ready to take us through the
events of 2019/2020. You’ll see
and read a lot more about them in
the next few magazines.
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hilst at the topic of “this
magazine”, did I ever mention
that we have received very
positive comments about the new
layout and style of our club magazine
“Double Dutch”? Well we have, and
plenty of it. Responsible for this “wind
of change” is Anja Geelen so next
time you see her, please give her a pat
on the shoulders. She deserves it, I
think!
June and July are “gone fishing” months
for the committee with only regular events
on the calendar. That is about to change
in August with the preparation for Tulip
Sunday and Leidens Ontzet followed by
Sinterklaas, Christmas Lunch and New Year
celebrations shortly after that.

In short: A month to prepare and look
for……..yep, you guessed it….volunteers.
While general broadcast messages in the
Double Dutch or via e-mail don’t seem to
be doing the trick anymore, be prepared
for a knock on your door from one of our
friendly committee members asking for
you to roll up your sleeves and help out.
standing tradition of doing events in our
club.
“I can do things that you can’t do, you can
do things that I can’t do. Imagine what
great things we can do together!”

I’ll leave it at that otherwise my word
count out-numbers all the other
contributors in this magazine and, being on
the topic, if you ever feel like you want to
see your story published or feel like your
message should be heard, don’t hesitate to
contact us…..we’ll welcome it!
Keep dry,

Pierre

- Mother Teresa

ENJOY
thousands of tulips
and Dutch connections

TULIP SUNDAY - 22 September
Wellington Botanical Garden

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The time for the tulips to bloom is approaching rapidly and the Botanic Gardens team has
stamped the 22nd of September to be the day that we celebrate this beautiful flower again.
And you guessed it, they need your help!
We are looking for people that are willing to contribute by showing their baking skills.
Anything goes, from vlaai to boterkoek and from speculaas to citroen-cake. If this is you,
please contact Anna Heythuysen (04-563 6026 or apheythuysen@xtra.co.nz).
No baking skills? We are also looking for volunteers who would like to roll-up their sleeves
during the event. If you are available and willing to help, please contact Pierre Schmits
(021-08272084 or pierre.schmits@yahoo.com).
See you on Tulip Sunday!
Pierre
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FROM THE SECRETARY - VAN DE SECRETARIS
After six years, here I am, back
again in the secretary’s chair.
A lot has changed in that time
with almost all the committee
members on e-mail, which makes
communicating with each other a lot
easier, convenient and more to share
the tasks and responsibilities with.

F

or the last nineteen years, I have been heavily
involved in the Waimarie Hutt Valley Croquet
Club and I still am an active member, playing
several times a week during the croquet season.
Fourteen years ago, there was a big flood from the
Hutt River that covered our croquet lawns nearly 2
metres high and was nearly a metre high through
the club rooms. We were then given notice from the
Hutt City Council and the Wellington Regional Council
that our croquet club would have to be relocated out
of the river corridor. It took 14 years of hard work
by our members to raise nearly $500,000.00 to have
the plans and earthworks done at the defunct Taita
Bowling Club and now we have achieved that, shifting
onto the property with a grand opening on the 2nd of
March 2019.
At the AGMs of both the Dutch Club and the Croquet Club
in May 2013, I resigned from both clubs as secretary after
giving 12 months’ notice and hoped to have time to pursue
other interests - table tennis and genealogy. After a severe
back injury while playing table tennis a couple of years ago,
that much enjoyable activity has now ended for me and I
have taken up playing the ukulele at the Petone Club on a
Thursday night with a friend from croquet and one of my
granddaughters. I really enjoy that night out even though
I can’t sing - but do anyway, just learning the ukulele - but
play all the wrong chords anyway because there are so
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many of us, that my poor skills are lost in
the noise of the band with their amplifiers,
everyone singing and strumming their
ukuleles. I used to be in the Silver Tulip
Choir for a while, even though I can’t sing,
so luckily that was before Elsa Matich was
the conductor. When all is said and done,
I am not Dutch, can’t really speak it, can
read most of it, but enjoy being with lots of
Dutch people, so its all about participation,
whether you are good at it or not.
Being interested in genealogy means I
am interested in people and family, in the
present and in the past. I have previously
interviewed and written a short story
about our Dutch Club members. I find that
Dutch people have had very interesting
lives and if you would like to share your
memories and experiences of your life in
the Netherlands, perhaps in Indonesia and
then in New Zealand, I would be happy to
write your story for you.

Dawn
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THANK YOU
We like to thank Joop
Hendriks and his
family for donating the
materials and fixing the
gate.

Happy Birthday
Nick de Graauw, Lammy ten Broeke,
Emmy Vandeursen, Ruby Tourelle-van
den Berg, Elizabeth Pijnenburg, Toos
Philipsen, Eri Geerts, Marina Schmits,
Arie Molenaar, Annie Peters, Nelly
Laterveer, and Chris de Kruyf

LEIDEN’S ONTZET
On 3 October 1574, the people from
Leiden celebrated their city’s freedom from
the Spanish oppression. Now, some 445
year later, we still celebrate with them
and this year we’ll do that on Sunday 6
October. Doors are open from 4.30pm,
dinner starts at 5.30pm.
Price for this “Liberation menu” is:
Members: $25 per person;
Non-members: $35 per person;
Cash bar service is available.

LEIDENS
ONTZET
on the menu
Haring* op wittebrood
Hutspot met klapstuk
Fruitcocktail met ijs

Tickets are limited to 40 persons. Priority
will be given to members.

Koffie of thee

Book your tickets before 29 September in
one of the following ways:

* There is a limited number of
rolmopsen available, please select this
option when booking your ticket.

•

via bank transfer to account no. 030525-0098055-00 in name of NZ
Netherlands Society Wgtn Inc. (please
state name and number of tickets)

•

by paying to Ann Beyk at one of our
events (cash only)

•

by contacting Anna Heythuysen (04563 6026 or apheythuysen@xtra.
co.nz).
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TICKETS
$25 pp for members
$35 pp for non-members
Book your ticket before
29 September
Strictly no door sales

WHO WON?
On the 7th July the “Nederlandse
Leeuwinnen” played the Worldcup Soccer
final against the USA. Even though they
lost we still had a winner in our midst.
In anticipation of the game, which was to
take place in the early hours of Monday
New Zealand time, we had a pool at our
Social Sunday afternoon. There was a
strong sentiment that Holland was going
to win but Corry Romijn thought otherwise
and she was right. She won the pool with
predicting a 2-0 win for the USA team.
Well done Corry, although in all honesty
our patriotic sentiment had hoped for a
different outcome.

“Lachen dat de lever schudt”

APHORISM
What on earth is an aphorism? It’s “a
short, pointed sentence that expresses
a wise or clever observation or a general
truth”. We have many in the Dutch
language, but here are some English ones:
•

The nicest thing about the future is that
it always starts tomorrow.

•

Money will buy a fine dog but only
kindness will make him wag his tail.

•

If you don’t have a sense of humour
you probably don’t have any sense at
all.

•
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Seat belts are not as confining as
wheelchairs.

An old man walks into the barbershop
for shave and a haircut, but he
tells the barber he can’t get all his
whiskers off because his cheeks are
wrinkled from age.
The barber gets a little wooden ball
from a cup on the shelf and tells him
to put it inside his cheek to spread
out the skin.
When he’s finished, the old man tells
the barber that was the cleanest
shave he’s had in years, but he
wanted to know what would have
happened if he had swallowed that
little ball.
The barber replied, “Just bring it back
in a couple of days like everyone else
does.”
Dawn

AGM 2019
On 26th May 2019 an, almost complete,
standing committee welcomed over 30
members to our clubrooms in Avalon for
our Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2019.
After a welcome address and procedural
formalities, an overview of the past club
year was presented by the chairperson.
Most noticeable points were:
•

•

All regular events (Social Sunday,
Wednesday Coffee mornings and
Tuesday Klaverjas) are attended well
compared to previous years and in
proportion of our total membership;
All regular “one off events” were
successful with special mention of the
“new style” Christmas lunch which,
compared to past events, received very
positive feedback from a “sold out”
house;

•

Unfortunately, both the Playgroup and
Dutch School have closed their doors;

•

Clubroom rental to members could do
with a better usage;

•

Seven (7) additional Anniversary
Events were organised in 2018/2019.
Almost all were well attended with
special mention of the Mini Gold/
High Tea event attracting over 50
participants;

•

A well-attended Anniversary closing
event showed 65 members gather for
lunch at the Angus Inn;

•

A song-sheet was cleared, the library
clean-up is well underway and the pool
table is “redressed”;

•

The club received various donations,
both financial and in kind (thanks to
those who donated);

•

Both Dawn and Kees Dorresteijn
received a life membership for their
support over the years;

•

Membership numbers’ decline
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continued in 2018/2019 resulting in a
net total of 91 members at club-year
end;
•

The club’s financial health is good and,
due to well managed budgeting of
events, shows a stable and predictable
expenditure.

This was followed by a list of planned
activities for the next club year. The main
ones being:
•

Continue the usual events and
activities;

•

Organise additional events depending
on resources and enthusiasm;

•

Rethink our approach to events,
activities and membership;

•

Finalise reorganisation of library and
archive content;

•

Investigate possibilities to revive the
Dutch Language School.

Our treasurer presented the financial
statements for the year. As mentioned
our club is managed well and is in good
financial health.
The following persons resigned from the
committee: Yvonne van den Berg, Ellen
Tavenier, Anne-Marie Knibbeler, Petra
Verdoorn and Astrid Scrimgeour. A big
THANK YOU to all for your contribution
over the past years.
A big WELCOME is offered to the following
members who have joined the committee:
Carolina van Rooy, Harry van der Gulik,
Rita Verhoeven, Ben Lokum and Dawn
Dorresteijn.
Thanks to all members participating in a
fruitful meeting.
The meeting closed at 3:35 pm, after
which refreshments and banter was
enjoyed by all.

WHAT’S ON AT
THE CLUBHOUSE

WHAT’S ON
ELSEWHERE

COFFEE MORNINGS

TULIP SUNDAY

SUNDAY INSTUIF

WAIKANAE COFFEE GROUP

Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday
from 10am-1pm (7 &21 August,
4 & 18 September)
Every Sunday From 2 to 5pm

KLAVERJAS

Every Tuesday from 10am to
2pm. Bring your own lunch

COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday 6 August, 7.30pm
Tuesday 3 September, 7.30pm

LEIDENS ONTZET

Sunday 6 October, doors open at
4.30pm.

22 September, 10am-3pm,
Wellington Botanical Garden

Every second Friday of the
month, 10am, Waikanae Baptist
Church

ISLAND BAY COFFEE GROUP
Every Wednesday, 10.30am,
Island Bay Community Centre

LEVIN COFFEE MORNING

Every last Thursday of the
month, 10am, Levin Bridge Club

WORD OF THE MONTH - WOORD VAN DE MAAND
funny Dutch moments when a native English speaker learns Dutch...
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ACTIVITIES ORGANISERS - ACTIVITEITEN
Klaverjas, Dutch Costumes

Ann Beyk

567 8575

Wednesday Coffee Mornings

Pieter Koedijk

526 8867 (021 065 5470)

Friendly Support Network

Bill van Waas

(04) 298 4244

Waikanae Coffee morning

Henny Ekens

(04) 297 2918

Levin Coffee morning

Yoka Dekker

(022) 502 2645

Island Bay Coffee morning

Ina Kooistra

(04) 383 8449

THE COMMITTEE - HET COMMITEE
President

Pierre Schmits
pierre.schmits@yahoo.com

021 0827 2084

Secretary

Dawn Dorresteijn
dutchclubwlg.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer & Bar
manager

Rene van Lierop
dutchclubwlg.treasurer@gmail.com

977 7086
021 740 930

Assistant Treasurer

Ann Beyk

567 8575

Kitchen

Anna Heythuysen

563 6026

Double Dutch/website/ Anja Geelen
facebook
amwgeelen@gmail.com
Harry v/d Gulik
harryvdg@hotmail.com
Assistant Secretary &
Library

Carolina van Rooy
carolinavanrooy@gmail.com

Assitant Treasurer &
Library

Rita Langerak
ritalangerak68@gmail.com

Garden & General
maintenance

Ben Lokum

Tuesday Klaverjas Club
We are already half way through the year. One of our members had his 90 birthday and
treat us with pizza for lunch. Thanks Piet. That was lovely. We have 4 of our members over
90 years now and still ging strong, coming every week and enjoying the game.
The results of the last games are:
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

21 May
28 May
4 June
11 June
28 June
25 June
2 July
9 July
16 July

Harry v/d Gulik
Hanny Zwart
Piet de Graaff
Greet v/d Vegt
Lis Viss
Hanny Zwart
Jo de Graauw
Lis Visser
Hanny Zwart

That is all for now. Keep warm and healthy and see you all on Tuesday.
Ann Beyk
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5747
5523
5217
5137
5255
5188
4961
5313
5365

BOOKS & VIDEOS
After another round of library clean-up, we have some books and video tapes that we
would like to get rid of.
As usual we would like to check if you are interested in owning these items before they
are gone. They are available at the clubrooms so please check in there during one of our
events or call me on 021-08272084 to make an appointment outside these hours.
Books and videos are available until the end of August 2019 and can be taken free of
charge.
In September we will hand the lot over to the “Bookfest” organisation in Upper Hutt for
their annual book event.
Please note that videos cannot be played in the clubhouse.
Pierre

DO YOU REMEMBER THESE?
a trip down memory lane...
Which one was your favourite? How many were you able to buy with your pocket money?
How old were you when you were allowed to walk to the little store to buy your own?
What was your favourite ‘snoep’? How much pocket money did you get, if any? What did
you have to do to ‘earn’ it? Did you have a little ‘spaar varken’?
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MEMOIR PART 1/3
Mrs Alida (Arda) Harpur was a member
of our club until her death at the age of
101 on 22 November 2016. (You may
recall an interview with her on occasion
of her 100th birthday in the October 2015
issue of the DD.) Mrs Harpur was born in
Apeldoorn and emigrated to the Dutch East
Indies (now Indonesia) in the 1930s. The
following is a transcript of a talk that she
gave some years ago about her experience
in an Indonesian camp during the war
years.

I was born in Holland and educated there.
I qualified as a primary school teacher.
In 1941, I was teaching in Soerabaia in
the Dutch East Indies, now Indonesia.
Soerabaia was an important naval base on
the east coast of Java.
8 December 1941; the first reports of the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour reach
Java. At half past six in the morning the
Governor General holds a speech over the
radio to the people in the East Indies in
which he sketches in a few sober words
the indignation of the whole world of such
a cowardly deed and in which he tells us
that from now on we in the East Indies
have become the real allies of the allied
forces. We had been expecting things to
happen after al the long and prolonged
discussions with the Japanese officials, but
bad news always comes too soon and we
all felt terribly anxious and worried about
the near future as we went to work that
Monday morning, the 8th of December
1941. To put an even more dramatic touch
to the whole atmosphere: it was pouring
with rain. We were in that time of the year
in which the wet monsoon runs riot and it
was just one of those days.
As I said, I was a teacher at a primary
school in Soerabaia in 1941 and you can
imagine how, after the first exchange
of opinions, we set to work to take
precautions for the security of the children
who were in our charge. We arranged
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with another primary school to share
their building, as it was bigger and had
air raid shelters. How lucky this decision
turned out to be was shown after the first
bombardment of Soerabaia in February
1942, when a bomb exploded almost in
front of our old school and the soldiers who
were quartered there barely escaped. We
organised amongst the children Red Cross
groups and air raid patrols who would
assist in the case of an air raid with getting
the children out of the school into the
trenches in the most effective and shortest
time. We kept on teaching as if nothing
had happened, and the only change you
would notice was the absence of most
of the male teachers who were called up
and the big increase in the number of
pupils in one classroom. We had to take
two or three classes in the same space
and would involve anything up to 60 or
70 children. School bombardments came
with the regularity of clockwork. Along the
roads and in the city big air raid shelters
rose as mushrooms out of the ground and
the Chinese carpenters had more work
than they could cope with. In the houses,
shelter tables and beds were put up, made
from very hard wood and calculated to
carry an enormous weight in case the
whole house would come down on to it
when struck by a direct hit.
PART 2 & 3 will be in DD issue 5 & 6

FROM THE EDITOR - VAN DE REDACTEUR
The photo on the front cover was taken by my teen last month at Madurodam. Obviously,
tulips don’t grow that large, not even in the Netherlands. This month however, the Double
Dutch photo spotlight goes to the photo on page 5, ‘Ganzenbord’.
I found this old game when I was going through some boxes. My teen was curious: “What’s
that mum?” “Can we play it?”. And so it was that I sat down with my 17 year old at the
kitchen table like I used to do when I was a kid. It was a random weekday evening and
here was my teen, ignoring her computer screen and getting involved in a game that is
one of the most simplest in history, as well as one of the most oldest. Ganzenbord is said
to be ‘birthed’ in the 16 century and the precursor of many modern board games. That is
some kind of achievement.
My teen thought it was the most hilarious game. Both of us ended up ‘in jail’ multiple
times. We had to play the game over and over again. It would have been 6 or 7 times that
night. “Can I take it to school tomorrow?” my teen asked. Of course she could, although I
had my suspicion it was more to show her peers what hilarious game her mum used to play
‘in the old days’. Later she told me she did play it at school. I wonder what the teachers
were thinking seeing 17 year old students playing a board game that looks like a piece of
antique.
Ganzenbord... can it get any simpler? There’s no reset button, there’s no lives won or lost,
and no likes collected. There’s no sounds, there’s no moving parts. And yet, as kids, we
thought it was hugely entertaining. We did not have electronic games, nor did we have
virtual reality, computer screens or gameconsoles. Our games were not active, which
meant it was us who had to be active. It’s the old classic saying: passive toys make active
kids. Sadly that seems to have turned around in todays world: we now have active toys
and passive kids.
Ganzenbord... it may be a simple game but I am grateful for a wonderful evening anno
2019. It needs to be seen what nintendo game can live up to ganzebord’s claim... 400
years old and still enjoyed at the kitchen table!
This winter I wish you all a wonderful time at home with your loved ones. At the kitchen
table, around the fire, or on the couch. We Dutchies know how to make it gezellig... all we
need is a game of ganzenbord!
See you at the clubhouse. And if you want to play a game of ganzenbord, hit me up!

Anja
Next Double Dutch
October/November nr 5, copy due: 20 Sept 2019 email to amwgeelen@gmail.com.
Contact the secretary for advertising rates and club room hire.
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BEYOND THE CLUBHOUSE
As you know the ‘Dutch Club Wellington’, or the
New Zealand Netherlands Society (Wellington)
Inc as we are officially called has been around
for 70 years. Maybe we are not going as
‘strong in numbers’ as we once were, but we
are certainly still going strong with our ‘strong’
members who we are proud of. The club is
a great place and space to foster our Dutch
connections with great people.
But did you know that there are more “Dutch
connections” than only our own Dutch Club?
Around the country there are several Dutch
clubs and community organisations still up
and running. Most of them, including our own
club, are a member of the Federation of New
Zealand Netherlands Societies Inc which serves
as an umbrella trust. They have a great website
with ‘Dutch in New Zealand’ info. If you hop
over to their website - the Dutch Communities
New Zealand website - you will find a map
with Dutch clubs, cafes, foodstores, classes,
organisations, businessess and more. Check it
out here http://www.dutchcommunities.co.nz/.
The Federation will have their annual AGM in
October and one of our committee members

will be in attendance. Let us know if
you have any message or comments
to forward to them. They do a great
job keeping us connected.

We thank Harbour City Funeral Home for
generously printing The Double Dutch in full
colour for us.
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advertisements - if you want to
advertise, please contact the editor

PARK AVENUE
CONTINENTAL MEATS
829 High Street
Lower Hutt
Phone 567 4940
Specialists in European
(especially Dutch)smallgoods

The
hottest
temperature
registered in
the
Netherlands
was on
25 July 2019.

It hit
40.7 C
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ONLY IN THE
NETHERLANDS?
Apparently a person arrested in
Den Helder was so impressed with
the service he received, he send
the police station flowers with a 5
star review. The police thanked the
person for the thoughtful present
and the comment “We hope to (not)
see you again”.
(source https://nltimes.nl/2019/06/13/
arrestee-sends-police-flowers-5-starservice).
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P.O. Box 30060
Lower Hutt 5040
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